
Upcoming Events

Tuesday 27 & Wednesday 28 January
Staff Development Days

Thursday 29 January
Term 1 commences Yr 1 - Yr 6
SoKS for Kindergarten 2026

Friday 30 January
Term 1 commences for
Kindergarten students

Tuesday 3 March
Open Day

9am - 10.30am

Thursday 2 April
Term 1 concludes - all students

Friday 3 April 
Good Friday
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Ignite, Innovate & Include in the Spirit of Mercy

FROM THE PRINCIPAL MARCO IANNI

Enrolling now for 2026 
and beyond

Ranson and his team for being the heart of our wonderful community.
Congratulations to the class of 2025, you have led the school with enthusiasm and
integrity. May the foundations from OLD stand by you as you move into this new
chapter. We wish you all every success as your primary school journey comes to an end
and your high school journey begins.
As we farewell Miss Gallagher we thank her for her service at OLD and look forward to
welcoming 
Ms Wright to the team in 2026.
I wish you all a very happy, safe and Merry Christmas and look forward to an even
better 2026.

As we approach the end of 2025 I would like to take this opportunity to thanks the
students, parents and staff for their efforts in what has been a remarkable year. As a
community we have risen to the challenges of 2025 and continued to Ignite, Innovate
and Include in our Mercy tradition with enthusiasm and compassion with our faith at
the heart of what we do.
I would especially like to thank the leadership team, Mrs Clouston as Assistant
Principal, Miss Brown REC and Co-ordinators Miss Ferrero and Mrs Montgomery for
their tireless work in keeping our wonderful school running to provide the quality
education that we do and the office staff for their tireless support for the school as a
whole. I would also like to thank Fr David 

https://www.olddbb.catholic.edu.au/news-events/calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/ourladyofdolourschatswood/
https://www.instagram.com/oldchatswood/
https://www.olddbb.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-contacts/enrolment-forms-information/


What an incredible surprise to end the term! Our Year 6
students were thrilled to receive a heartfelt gift from Mercy
Catholic College. The amazing Year 8 students created
personalised prayer cards filled with warm congratulations,
thoughtful advice, and best wishes as our Year 6 graduates
prepare for their exciting journey into High School. 
A huge thank you to Mercy Catholic College for such a
beautiful gesture of kindness and encouragement—it truly
made this milestone even more special! 

FAREWELL TO THE CLASS OF 2025

This week we said a fond farewell to our graduating
class of 2025. it has been a year filled with new
challenges and wonderful opportunities. You have led
the school with enthusiasm and integrity during 2025.
May the foundations from OLD stand by you as you
move into the next chapter of your schooling journey.



The creations presented by Year 6 in this years Junk Kouture parade
were nothing short of outstanding. 
Students were challenged to design, create and model couture
created from 100% recycled products. Using the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGS) as a guide, students
designed, made and presented outstanding couture while also
educating our school community on environmental and social
awareness.



Christmas FESTAChristmas FESTA
 What a way to finish the 2025 school year with our Christmas FESTA. Thank you to

all our volunteers who, in conjunction with our OLD staff, put in many hours of
behind the scenes work to make this event possible. Thank you to all those who were

able to assist on the night and lastly thank you to our wonderful community for
joining us as we celebrated 



Year of completing the challenge Certificate awarded

1st year Challenge completion certificate

4th year Gold certificate

Seventh year Platinum certificate

Library Wrap-Up 2025 
What a fantastic year in the Library we have had in 2025. Some highlights include
our annual Book Week parade and events, our Scholastic Book Fair weeks and of
course our Premier’s Reading Challenge. 
This year we had so many children successfully complete the NSW Premier’s
Reading Challenge – how exciting! 
Some fun facts: 

443 946 students took part in the challenge this year across 2 637 schools. 
Out of these students, 340 175 were successful in completing the challenge. 
Students read a total of 9 568 600 books. 
The most read book was.... The Truck Cat! 99 676 students added this book to
their list. 

Some of our students were also acknowledged with continuous years of
participation. Please see the table for information on how this works below: 

Students who continue participating all the way until Year 9 and 10 are eligible
for a PRC medal! Keep on reading OLD Students. 
Well done to all our PRC completion certificate recipients. What a thrill to
acknowledge your efforts this year in Reading. 

 A special thanks 
Every year I send out as a very special SHOUT OUT! And thank you to our
incredible parent volunteers. Kristha, Meg and the entire team of extremely
hardworking parents ensure our Library is clean, organised and that all books are
ready and available for our students each week. Thank you thank you thank you.
Your work can be laborious, repetitive and tedious, but it makes our Library the
special place that it is. Enjoy a well earned volunteer rest! 
Special thank you also to the Year 6 Literacy Leaders who spent many lunch
times assisting me with shelving books. They have been excellent role models for
their peers and for all the younger students in the school. Your dedication to your
role did not go unnoticed. 

Ms Carlton



Student Spotlight

Thank you Lindsay and Eva for sharing
your recent experience of singing with
the Australian Girls Choir a the Opera
House recently. What an experience!

Song Club spreading Christmas cheer
Thank you Mrs Hoy and our Song Club students who visited the Dougherty centre during the
final weeks of the term to spread some Christmas cheer. Engaging with our senior citizens as

they joined together singing Christmas Carols.

I have some really exciting news to share! During the September
school holidays, I entered a festive flag drawing competition from

Willoughby Council. I drew a festive picture from my grandparents’
house in India and used it as my inspiration. 

A few months later, I forgot all about it until my mum told me some
amazing news, I was one of the 40 winners out of 500 people! It was

the best moment ever to see my artwork up at the Westfield entrance. 
Then on Saturday 6th December I got to attend the Willoughby fair
where the Mayor presented me with a certificate. I was so excited to

have met the Mayor in person it felt so special and I was very proud of
myself. Everyone clapped for the winners at the festa, and my parents

and teachers were really proud of me too. This has been one of the
best moments in my life. 

Congratulations on
this wonderful
achievement Tegan,
we will all be heading
to Westfield so we
can see your flag.



Parish Connections

As we prepare for the year ahead, our
Second-Hand Uniform Shop is seeking
donations to ensure we can continue

supporting families in our school community.
If you have any gently used uniform items

you no longer need, we would greatly
appreciate them!

Please drop donations at the school office.
 We are accepting: white long- and short-
sleeve uniform shirts, navy sports shirts,

jackets, hats, bags, navy trousers, navy shorts,
sports shorts and pants, and navy culottes.
Thank you for helping us keep this valuable

service running!



Enrolments are now open for CatholicCare’s December 2025/January
2026 Vacation Care Program.

Registration link - www.catholiccaredbb.org.au/vacation-care
Our Vacation Care programs offer a variety of activities tailored to

children of different ages, interests, and abilities. We also organise local
excursions to further enrich the experience.

We provide a stimulating and enjoyable environment, with activities
designed to engage the children’s strengths and interests, while also

offering time for rest and leisure.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out via email

or contact the OSHC Coordinator at your school.

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholiccaredbb.org.au%2Fvacation-care&data=05%7C02%7Cjane.zahra%40dbb.catholic.edu.au%7C091f6a8bb02041109dc108de233251c5%7Cf75637e9e6ec490b9a69bfcd7e0dafaf%7C0%7C0%7C638986896278129773%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1FvMe%2BmdZliHwr7LaEzcnmOz%2BhyNERBPqGxmNUqRH8w%3D&reserved=0

