
Upcoming Events

Monday 8 December
Year 6 Excursion

Luna Park

Friday 12 December
Christmas

FESTA

Monday 15 December
Year 6 Junk Kouture

Fashion Show

Tuesday 16 December
Meet Your Teacher

for 2026

Wednesday 17 December
Gold coin donation for Vinnies

Christmas Appeal

Wednesday 17 December
End Year Liturgy and last day of

term 4
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Ignite, Innovate & Include in the Spirit of Mercy

FROM THE PRINCIPAL MARCO IANNI

Enrolling now for 2026

FESTA 2025 - We can’t wait to celebrate together with the community at our OLD Christmas
FESTA on Friday 12 December. Tickets are currently available here - FESTA TICKETS  

MEET YOUR 2026 TEACHER - On Tuesday 16 December students will meet their teacher for 2026.
This is an exciting day for students to meet their teacher and classmates for next year.

SEMESTER 2 REPORTS - reports will be published shortly through COMPASS. If you will be leaving
OLD at the end of 2025 please remember to download all reports as you will not have access to
COMPASS after 17 December.

This week we celebrated our Year 6 students during
their graduation liturgy and dinner. This was a special
occasion for our senior students as they reflected on
and celebrated the end of their primary school years
with their families and class mates. I thank all involved
for making the evening a wonderful success.

We look forward to sharing several more events with
our students and the community before the 2025
school year comes to an end and look forward to
sharing these with you.
End of Year Liturgy: December 17, we warmly welcome
all families to join us for our end of year liturgy in the
OLD Parish at 11am.

https://www.olddbb.catholic.edu.au/news-events/calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/ourladyofdolourschatswood/
https://www.instagram.com/oldchatswood/
https://www.olddbb.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-contacts/enrolment-forms-information/
https://www.trybooking.com/DHRAB


To celebrate the Christmas season and support the important work of the St Vincent de
Paul Society (Vinnies), we invite students to wear a touch of Christmas on the last day of
school, Wednesday, December 17th. This could be something simple like a piece of tinsel

in their hair, a small Christmas hat, or some festive socks. 
Please bring a gold coin donation, which will go towards the Vinnies Christmas Appeal.
Your generosity will help us purchase essential perishable items (such as bread, cheese,

ham, chicken) to make sandwiches for those in need during Vinnies Van visits. 
Let’s share the joy of giving and make a difference this Christmas! 

From the REC

 We are thrilled to announce that Sophie (Year 6) and Zoe (Year 4) have been
selected as winners of the CSBB Christmas Card Competition for their year
groups. Sophie’s beautiful Nativity scene artwork captured the spirit of the
season perfectly and Zoe’s drawing of the three wise men captioned the
judge's attention. Each winner will receive a $50 gift card and a set of 20
cards for their family. These winning designs will also feature in the 12 e-

cards sent by our Director of Schools, Danny Casey, via Greenvelope to CSBB
staff and schools. We also congratulate Chloe (Year 6)who received a special
mention and highly commended by Brenda Timp, a CSBB school leader, for

her detailed card.  
Congratulations to Sophie, Zoe and Chloe! 

We encourage you to check out other finalists from our school that were
entered into the Christmas Card Competition on our Foyer Display.  

Advent is the four weeks before Christmas - a special time to
prepare our hearts for the birth of Jesus. During this season, we use

a purple prayer cloth, the liturgical colour for waiting and
preparation, and an Advent wreath with four candles: Hope, Peace,
Joy, and Love. The wreath’s circle reminds us of God’s endless love,
and its evergreen leaves symbolise life and hope that last forever. 

We also display a Nativity scene to reflect on the story of Jesus’ birth,
reminding us of God’s love for us all as we journey through this

season of hope and anticipation. May this Advent bring blessings to
you and your family, and may your hearts be filled with joy as we

await the coming of Christ! 

St Vinent De Paul Christmas Appeal  

CSBB Christmas Card Competition  



Year 6 Graduation

On Tuesday evening we celebrated our class of 2025
with a beautiful Liturgy and graduation dinner.

Thank you to Father David, Father Ansalam, Mr Tim
James MP, Miss Brown, Ms Gallagher and Mr

Caltabiano and Mr Driscoll along with the OLD staff
and Year 6 parents for your support of our students.

Thank you also to the Year 6 parent graduation
committee for your tireless work ensuring the night

was a success



Year 2 and our Song Club members helped share Christmas cheer when they performed at Westfield Chatswood this week, thank you
Mrs Hoy for organising our students to be part of this community celebration.

Choir at westfield

Seniors Christmas Celebration
Some of our year 5 students visited the OLD Parish Seniors this week to join in their Christmas celebrations. Students sang Christmas

carols, delivered handmade Christmas cards from OLD students and engaged in some wonderful conversations with the senior
members of our OLD Parish.



Recently, Julian from Year 5, was given the opportunity to represent Our
Lady of Dolours at the Broken Bay Boys Rep  Tennis Trial which was held
at Pennant Hills Park, Pennant Hills. From all reports, Julian played really
well, winning all of his games and showcasing his tennis skills to the
selectors.  
 
On behalf of the school community, I would like to take this opportunity
to congratulate Julian on his amazing efforts on the day.  Julian is 1 of 3
boys who were selected for the Broken Bay Tennis Team for 2026 and will
travel to Tamworth in February to compete.

All the best Julian. I am sure you will put your amazing tennis skills on
display at Tamworth and wish you the best of luck at the next trial. Mr C.

Sport News
 Cross Country 2026 
This is a reminder that Cross Country School Trials will be held
during the first half of Term 1 next year. A note will come out
in Weeks 2 or 3 with details. It is suggested that students start
to train now for the event, to build up stamina and this way
they are able to complete the required distances. Hopefully to
progress through the representative trials.  

8/9-year-olds – 2kms 
10-year-olds – 2kms 
11-year-olds – 3kms 
12-year-olds – 3kms 

Broken Bay Representative Tennis Trials 



IS YOUR FAMILY READY FOR THE SOCIAL MEDIA DELAY ON 10 DECEMBER?
The Council of Catholic School Parents NSW/ACT asked Dr Michael Carr-Gregg, one of

Australia's leading psychologists, author and broadcaster, to help educators and parents and
carers with children under 16 prepare for the upcoming changes social media platforms.

In this 30-minute video, Dr Carr-Gregg explains what social media is, how the age restrictions
will work, why it's happening and how it will affect families and schools. 

We invite parents and educators to take time out for half an hour to watch this video so that
they understand and are equipped to handle the impact of the changes on their families and

students.
PLEASE WATCH THE VIDEO HERE ON OUR WEBSITE: 'The Social Media Delay: What It Means

for Parents and Schools'

Social Media Delay

Advisory Council Update

Our recent Advisory Council meeting covered several positive updates across planning,
enrolment, and school operations. Marco shared our Strategic Plan Shaping Tomorrow,

Together in Faith, along with encouraging culture survey results that reflect strong
community confidence. Kindergarten orientation ran smoothly thanks to excellent

organisation from staff.
We also received updates on promotional projects, including the new school video,

refreshed prospectus, and the ongoing success of “OLD TV.” Programs such as Life Skills Go
and the Year 5 virtual reality project continue to enhance student wellbeing and learning.
Minor facility improvements are progressing, and Festa preparations are well underway

thanks to our dedicated volunteers. A call for second-hand uniform donations will also be
shared with families soon.

https://www.ccsp.catholic.edu.au/social-media-ban
https://www.ccsp.catholic.edu.au/social-media-ban


Parish Connections

As we prepare for the year ahead, our
Second-Hand Uniform Shop is seeking
donations to ensure we can continue

supporting families in our school community.
If you have any gently used uniform items

you no longer need, we would greatly
appreciate them!

Please drop donations at the school office.
 We are accepting: white long- and short-
sleeve uniform shirts, navy sports shirts,

jackets, hats, bags, navy trousers, navy shorts,
sports shorts and pants, and navy culottes.
Thank you for helping us keep this valuable

service running!



Purchase tickets here

https://www.trybooking.com/DHRAB


CHRISTMAS 
FESTA COMPETITIONS

CHRISTMAS 
FESTA COMPETITIONS

Kiss the Goat CompetitionKiss the Goat Competition

Lolly Guessing CompetitionLolly Guessing Competition

Raffle TicketsRaffle Tickets

Add a gold coin to the teachers jar - the jar with the most money
at the FESTA will kiss the goat live on stage.

Available from Monday during the lunch break until 7pm FESTA
day

Guess the number of lollies in the jar - closest guess wins!
$1 for 1 guess

$2 for 3 guesses
Competition starts Monday 24 November during the lunch break

until 7pm  FESTA day

$1 a ticket - prizes from local businesses
Tickets available through Qkr! until 10

December then until 7pm at the FESTA



Monday 15 December

9am in Harrington Hall

Join us as Year 6 present a fashion

show combining creativity, recycling,

sustainability and social awareness

Year 6 Presents:



Enrolments are now open for CatholicCare’s December 2025/January
2026 Vacation Care Program.

Registration link - www.catholiccaredbb.org.au/vacation-care
Our Vacation Care programs offer a variety of activities tailored to

children of different ages, interests, and abilities. We also organise local
excursions to further enrich the experience.

We provide a stimulating and enjoyable environment, with activities
designed to engage the children’s strengths and interests, while also

offering time for rest and leisure.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out via email

or contact the OSHC Coordinator at your school.

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholiccaredbb.org.au%2Fvacation-care&data=05%7C02%7Cjane.zahra%40dbb.catholic.edu.au%7C091f6a8bb02041109dc108de233251c5%7Cf75637e9e6ec490b9a69bfcd7e0dafaf%7C0%7C0%7C638986896278129773%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1FvMe%2BmdZliHwr7LaEzcnmOz%2BhyNERBPqGxmNUqRH8w%3D&reserved=0



