
Upcoming Events

Monday 28 October - Pastoral Discernment North
Shore parent Forum

Tuesday 29 October - Year 1 Excursion to Taronga
Zoo

Thursday 31 October - Swimming lessons continue

Friday 1 November - Swimming lessons continue

Friday 1 November - All Saints Day

Monday 4 November - Student retreat day

Enrolling now for 2025
Limited places available in our

senior classes

Welcome to Term 4. Students and staff have hit the ground running full of energy

and enthusiasm ready for a term full of learning and celebration. We look forward

to welcoming the newest members of our community, our Kindergarten 2025

students in the coming weeks as they will join us for their transition to school days.

I am sure if you see our newest students around the school you will join me in

making them feel very welcome.

During our first weeks back for the term week we have seen Kindergarten head off

to the farm and our Year 2 students visit the Rocks to explore Aboriginal education.

This term also sees the launch of Socktober where students learn about those less

fortunate than themselves and generously raise much needed funds for Catholic

Mission.

Our parent community have had a busy start to the term as they have assisted us

with volunteering for excursions, assisting with swimming lessons and preparing

for the annual Year 6 bake and craft sale, graduation and end of year Christmas

Festa.

 OUR LADY OF DOLOURS
NEWS
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Ignite, Innovate & Include in the Spirit of Mercy

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
MARCO IANNI PRINCIPAL

https://www.facebook.com/ourladyofdolourschatswood/
https://www.olddbb.catholic.edu.au/news-events/calendar/
https://www.olddbb.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-contacts/enrolment-forms-information/
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Kindergarten visit the Farm

Did you hear about the wonderful excursion Kindergarten had recently? Kindergarten’s
learning in their Science unit on “Living Things” and their Geography exploration of “Places”

has been enriched with a trip to Calmsley Hill City Farm. Students explored how living things
have different features and basic needs that can be met. Students also learnt that plants and

animals can be used for food and clothing. It was a wonderful day full of learning and fun.
Thank you to our Ki8ndergarten teachers for organising this excursion and for our parent

volunteers who assisted on the day.
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At our Term 3 Advisory Council Meeting, we shared some important updates on the school’s
annual plan, enrolment, and promotions. Enrolment for 2024 and 2025 is looking strong,
and orientation sessions are ready to go. A listening panel on secondary school options, part
of the North Shore Review, was held on 5 September. This review aims to develop future
plans and identify opportunities for growth and improvement in our systemic Catholic
schools. 
We’re happy to report that the school musical was a big hit, and we’re excited for the
upcoming Christmas Festa later this year. Wellbeing programs are expanding, and
resources including wellbeing and sensory kits, table tennis tables, and craft activities have
been added. Additional reading resources have also been purchased, and planned
renovations for the library and outdoor areas were carried out during the term break.
Finally, a Parish Sacramental Retreat Day was held in Term 3, with positive feedback from
parents about the new format. The half-day session was a success and focused on Blessed
Carlo Acutis.

Advisory Council

Pastoral Discernment North
Shore Project

Bishop Anthony Randazzo has invited everyone in our
community the opportunity to participate

in the Pastoral Discernment North Shore Project. The
Project aims to understand the unique 

challenges and opportunities in the North Shore Catholic
Churches and to consider new possibilities for both the

growth and future of the region.
All members of our community are invited to participate

in the consultation phase of the
project to help shape our submission for Bishop

Anthony’s consideration.
We would like to invite Our Lady of Dolours School

Community to be involved in the consultation process to
respond, reflect and share your insights with each other.
The OLD staff, parents and students will all take part in

answering 5 questions to help with our submission.
Our Parents Consultation forum will be held on Monday
28th October 9am in the school meeting room. We will

answer the 5 questions Bishop Anthony wants us to
consider in a group conversation. 

If you would like to participate, please email Rebecca
Molinaro rebecca.molinaro@dbb.catholic.edu.au

if you can attend. If you cannot attend and would still like
to participate, please contact Rebecca and she can email

you an individual questionnaire.
Let’s listen to one another and be guided by the Holy

Spirit!

mailto:rebecca.molinaro@dbb.catholic.edu.au
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Blessed Carlo - our first 
Millennial Saint

Blessed Carlo has arrived in Chatswood!
On the 11th October 2024 the night before
Blessed Carlo’s feast day – Our Lady of
Dolours Church held a special celebration
for the installation of Blessed Carlo’s Relic
in the new Chapel of Eucharistic Devotion. 
The church was filled with parishioners,
school staff, several priests, and the angelic
choir, creating a truly sacred atmosphere.
Blessed Carlo will be canonised and
become the first millennial saint in 2025
inspiring young people with his example of
faith. 
Bishop Anthony Randazzo announced that
the Parish of Chatswood will become a
Shrine of Hope and be a focal point when
Blessed Carlo is canonised in 2025 Jubilee
Year.
The relic of Blessed Carlos is now
permanently available for veneration at Our
Lady of Dolours Church. We invite you to
visit and pray for your personal intentions.



O C T O B E R  2 0 2 4  E D I T I O N  1 6

Staff Spirituality Day

To start the term staff made a pilgrimage to St Mary’s Cathedral which represents the
spiritual origins of the Catholic Church in Australia.

Staff journeyed together to remember Our Lady of Dolours and Our Lady Help of
Christians. Together we were inspired by the discipleship of Mary and strive to live a life of

peace, faith compassion and love.
During the day we also focused on the Foundational Pillars od Catholic Schools Broken 

Bay - COMPASSION, COMMUNITY and
COMMON GOOD.



Dear Parents & Carers
This October is World Catholic Mission Month. Our Lady of Dolours is engaging
in the social justice initiative ‘Socktober’, a mission-based learning program
designed to help students to learn about our call to social justice around the
world. This will officially launch Week 1, Term 4.
Throughout Socktober, students will be invited to learn more about
supporting vulnerable children in Timor-Leste facing malnutrition and food
insecurity. Our Catholic Mission projects will help sustain and enrich the lives of
vulnerable children who are in need of our support.
Our Lady of Dolours is calling on your support to keep the Socktober mission
project running! We invite you to register your child/ren for Socktober. Please
click here to register your child (registering does not require you to make any
payment and only takes a few minutes). Then simply share the page and
encourage family and friends to get behind your child/ren’s Socktober journey.
Your participation in Socktober is completely voluntary - there is no obligation,
just invitation!
Students will also be invited to participate in our OLD Socktober Challenge in
Weeks 2 and 3, where students design & make a ‘sockball’ and use their ball for
a range of sporting activities e.g. soccer shootouts, knee ups, shooting a
basketball hoop and so on! You are invited to start collecting old clothes, rags,
materials and recycled plastic. You might even try to make your own sockball
at home and bring it to school next term. Check out this video for how to
create a sockball.
Thank you for your support and for helping your child ‘sock it to poverty!’
Yours sincerely,
Ashleigh Ferrero
Acting Religious Education Coordinator

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 4  E D I T I O N  1 6

https://www.catholicmission.org.au/worldmissionmonth
https://www.socktober.org.au/
https://video.link/w/4fm9c
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This week, our senior leaders travelled to Our
Lady of the Rosary Cathedral, Waitara, with Miss

Ferrero to take part in the Catholic Schools
Broken Bay Mission Mass. This mass is a very
special event for CSBB, where many primary

and secondary schools in the Broken Bay
diocese come together and celebrate the work

of Catholic Mission. 

Catholic Mission Mass

Library Update
The Library has new carpet and a new shelving
configuration! We have been busily rearranging
the shelves to allow improved accessibility. The
shelves have also needed cleaning before any

books are able to be returned to them. We
appreciate the patience of all the students as we

work to put the Library back together. It is
starting to look fantastic. A HUGE thank you to

our team of Library volunteer parents, led by Ellys
(Freya Year 6) who have given up many mornings

to shelve and tidy books. What Library super
stars!

Library borrowing will commence next
Wednesday (Week 3 - October 30th). We request
that all students please bring their Library bags

for their Lesson on Wednesday, Thursday or
Friday. 

Book Club: Issue 7 has been handed out already.
Book Club is due by Thursday October 31st. In this
issue we have been informed by Scholastic that
there are 7 x $3 value books. Plus there are 184
items for $10 or less. Don't forget that you can

also spend your $5 promotional code from Issue
6 and get another for Issue 8.
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Looking for more opportunities for your
Year 5 or Year 6 student? Limited vacancies

available for 2025

Student
Spotlight

We are pleased to share a
wonderful news about Alba
from Year 4. Alba recently
participated in the Sydney

Harp Eistddod (a harp
competition held every two
years) for intermediate level

musicians under the age of 11.

 Alba was successful in
winning 3rd prize. The

competition was judged by
Louisic Dulbecco, the principal

harpist of the Sydney
Symphony Orchestra. This

achievement reflects Alba’s
hard work, dedication and
passion for music. We are

proud of her
accomplishments.










