OUR LADY OF DOLOURS CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER Term 1 Week 4 - 17 February 2020
ACTING PRINCIPAL—Miss Kirsty Thorpe
Random Acts of Kindness week This week I am so
thrilled that as a school community we are celebrating
‘Random Acts of Kindness Week’ as the last few months
have been really challenging for so many people across
Australia. I believe it is so important that we always
consider our words and actions as we never know what
people are going through - all we need to do is be kind. If
we, as adults, can be examples of this to the students at
OLD, I believe they will learn from our example and reap
the benefits of a kind and compassionate community. I
hope you all enjoy spreading joy, love and kindness to
those around you. Please feel free to email the school
with photos or stories of ‘Random Acts of Kindness’ that
we can share - you can remain anonymous too.

COMING EVENTS
FEBRUARY
Tues 18—Fri 21 2nd hand book
sale fundraiser for bushfire relief
Thurs 20 9am Beginning school
Mass
Tues 25 6pm Whole school info
evening (school library)
Tues 25 6.30pm Town Hall
Meeting (school library)

Here are six science-backed ways to improve your health through kindness.
•

Kindness releases feel-good hormones.

•

Kindness eases anxiety.

•

Kindness is good for your heart.

•

It can help you live longer.

•

It reduces stress.

•

Kindness prevents illness.

Fundraising for Bushfire relief Part of our ‘Random Acts of Kindness Week’ is our
wonderful fundraising event where all proceeds are donated to the Vinnies Bushfire
appeal. I wish to thank everyone who participated by dressing up as a farmer or firefighter, donated a gold coin or bought a second hand book or two. An important
lesson for our students to learn through these events, is that we can make a difference
- it doesn't matter how old or young we are, how much money we have - but by
showing compassion to those in need is already a giant step towards making a
difference in our world.
https://donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals-nsw/vinnies-nsw-bushfire-appeal-nsw

MARCH
Mon 2 9-10.15am Open
Classrooms
Tues 3, 10 & 16 6.30-7.30pm
Parent Education Mathematics
(school library)
Wed 4 9-10.30am and
6.30-7.30pm OPEN DAY
Wed 18 & 25 9-11am 1,2,3 Magic
Parenting Workshop (school
library)
KEEP CHECKING THE SCHOOL’S WEBSITE
UNDER ‘CALENDAR - FOR POSSIBLE
CHANGES TO DATES

www.olddbb.catholic.edu.au
Our Lady of Dolours
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Interesting find in one of our Year 3 classroom
During the weekend our wonderful maintenance man Mr Dave Gale was
removing blackboards from the Year 3 classroom and he found this historic
note on the back of one of the boards. Now that the 1970s blackboard has
been removed, a new 21st century, touch-screen, interactive board has
been added to the classroom. Now all OLD classrooms have new
Promethean boards to enhance teaching and learning.

St Pius X College Enrolments for Year 7 2024 (for Catholic boys presently in Year 3 at OLD)
Parents are reminded about the special ‘priority enrolment’ privilege that OLD School enjoys with St Pius X College that allows
Catholic students at OLD entry into Year 7. This privilege gives parents a clear choice to keep their child at OLD School until the
end of Year 6 allowing them to benefit from important leadership opportunities and a myriad of pastoral and educational
advantages. In order to secure this ‘priority enrolment’ privilege, parents with Catholic boys presently in Year 3 at OLD School
must fill an enrolment form at St Pius X College during the month of March this year. Details can be found at: http://
www.spx.nsw.edu.au/enrolment/dsp-default.cfm?loadref=36
St Pius X College Enrolments for Yr 7 2022 (for Catholic boys presently in Year 5 at OLD)
Similar to the conditions above, parents can also apply for Year 7, 2022 and families will be given Priority as a Catholic family
coming from a Catholic Primary School. Parents need to feel confident that St Pius X College will put a priority on their
application, but they must also be aware that there is no guarantee of securing a place.
Mercy College Principal visit (25/2/2020; 2.30pm): On Tuesday 25th February (2.30pm), Mrs Suzanne Kavanagh, the principal of
Mercy College Chatswood, will be visiting OLD with some of our ex-students, to speak to the girls in Year 2-6 about Mercy
College. Parents who you are interested in learning more about the College you are welcome to attend this talk.
Enrichment at OLD and across Diocesan schools: Throughout 2020 teachers across the diocese will be completing the MiniCertificate of Gifted Education with UNSW. Selected teachers from OLD will also be completing this wonderful professional
learning and then go on to lead the staff in using new research and tools to identify gifted students. This will further assist
teachers to differentiate and assess students to ensure enrichment occurs at point of need for all students.
Mathematics at OLD: Following on from conducting an MAI on every child, the teachers have met with me 1:1 to analyse their
class data and delve deeply into the needs of their students. Teachers used this opportunity to create goals for their students
and develop creative, deep thinking learning opportunities to cater for the different needs in the class. I am excited to share
information about how Maths is taught at OLD and how you can enhance this teaching at home during my Parent Education
sessions (info below).
Town Hall Meeting and Acting Principal’s Address (25th February):
Acting Principal's address (6-6.30pm):
• Outline of our 2020 School Improvement Plan
• Information regarding how the ‘new look’ Events Committee will operate alongside the School
Advisory Council
• Important procedures at OLD School (ie communication, uniform, attendance, social medial protocols,
student safety and behaviour etc)
Town Hall Meeting (6.30-7.30pm):
AGENDA ITEMS
-Structure of Events Committee and Class Parents for 2020
-Term 1 & beginning Term 2 School Events (Organised by Events committee)
-How you can help in 2020
-How the Parent Levy 2020 will be used for the students in 2020
If you would like to add an agenda item please email the school before Friday 21st Feb. Remembering that this meeting is for
whole school agenda items. Items specific for a grade or student will not be discussed at Town Hall meetings.
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Parent Education – Mathematics: A reminder to please email the school if you are interested in attending the Parent Education
sessions coming up about Mathematics. The session dates are: Tuesday 3rd March, Monday 10th March, Monday 16th March
6.30-7.30pm (held in the school library) If you would like to attend please email the school office before Friday 28th February.
“123 Magic” is back again for 2020
Please contact/email the school office to register … And yes, it’s free … And yes, it’s at OLD School!
Session 1 of 2 (9-11am): Wednesday 18th March
Session 2 of 2 (9-11am): Wednesday 25th March

ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL —Miss Camilla Brown
Class Parents
We are still looking to allocate class parents for different grades in the school, particularly Kindy, Year 3, Year 5 & Year 6. The
role of the class parent to help the teacher on an ‘as required’ basis such as preparing farewell cards/gifts for departing
students, reminding parents about a class picnic, collecting photos for the Mothers/Fathers day Powerpoint and so on. If you are
interested in becoming a class parent, please email the school office.
Little Athletics - HELPERS NEEDED!
We are looking for parent volunteers to spend the day walking classes Year 3-6 up and down to Beauchamp Park, K-Yr 2 will run
their program at school and do not require helpers. This is a full day commitment that requires lots of walking and supervision.
Your help would be greatly appreciated!

Masses & Liturgies
Beginning School Mass
We warmly welcome all our parents, students & community to our Beginning School Mass at 9am on Thursday the 20th of February at 9am. This is a wonderful opportunity to begin the year together with worship and praise! We will be presenting our Year
6 leaders with their leadership badges. We also will celebrate our first Mass with Kindergarten 2020!
Shrove Tuesday
Please see the information below about Shrove Tuesday next Tuesday the 25th.
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