
 

 

 

“Combat loneliness with neighbourliness”  (Sr Patty Fawkner SGS - April 2018) 

It has come to this. In response to what’s been described as an “epidemic of 
loneliness”, British Prime Minister Theresa May earlier this year appointed Britain’s first 
ever Minister for Loneliness. Somehow, I can’t see Australia’s PM, Malcolm Turnbull, 
following suit, even though Australians are as lonely as their British counterparts, 
according to respected social researcher, Hugh Mackay. 

It’s ironic, isn’t it, that the explosion of social media coexists with increasing 
fragmentation in modern day society? The more "connected" we are with our 
electronic devices, the more socially and emotionally disconnected we seem to feel. 

We are social animals. We need community. But, according to Mr Mackay, never in our 
evolutionary history, do so many of us live alone. As the incidence of social isolation 
rises, so do the rates of anxiety and depression. 

One of Mr Mackay’s solutions comes straight out of the Good Samaritan tradition – 
realise the potential of neighbourliness. Chances are that there is somebody who is 
feeling lonely in my immediate neighbourhood. My reaching out to them, even with a 
simple smile and a “hello” can go a long way to making them – and myself – feel less 
lonely. 

“We’re like most species on the planet in our deep need of each other, our deep need 
to feel connected, to feel as though we belong to herds and tribes, neighbourhoods, 
groups and communities,” observes Mr Mackay. 

…………………………………………………………….. 
 

In light of the St Patty’s and Hugh Mackay’s thoughts above, OLD students are 
trumpeting ‘neighbourliness’ with a simple act of kindness: 

 

PROJECT KINDNESS 

 

Each Friday, commencing this coming Friday 11/5, 80 OLD students in Years 3-6 will 
start knitting a scarf for a ‘friend’ from one of Chatswood’s Nursing Homes. 

The first knitting club session (11/5) will perhaps be the most challenging because we’ll 
essentially be teaching 80 students to knit in one session. It is absolutely essential that 
we get plenty of parent, friend and grandparent help to get this exciting ‘kindness 
project’ up and running. So, if you can assist, we desperately ask you to come along 
and help on Friday at 12.55pm. Thank you! 

COMING EVENTS   

May 

Tues 8 School Governance 
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Fri 6 Term 2 concludes 
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OUR LADY OF DOLOURS CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

NEWS  Term 2  Week 2 - 7 May 2018 

The Principal’s Piece  

Mothers’ Day: Friday 11 May  

Breakfast from 7.45am COLA 

Mass 9-10am Parish church 

https://www.facebook.com/Our-Lady-of-Dolours-Primary-School-Chatswood-910281002388869/


 

 

 

 

 
Dear Parents and Friends of OLD School, 

It is my pleasure to formally invite you to attend a special meeting at OLD School to learn more about School Governance and 

how it can have a positive impact on our OLD community. 

The Broken Bay Catholic Schools Office is supporting all school communities across the diocese to examine and enhance our 

understanding and practices in Catholic school governance.  

The special meeting will be held on Tuesday 8 May 6.30pm in our school library - TODAY 

The Catholic Schools Office is essentially asking all schools in the diocese to investigate introducing a School Advisory Council 

(or similar) this year – (This, of course, excludes schools who already have an operational governance system).  

What might an Advisory Council be able to do for a school community? 

Exist to support decision making structures and processes in the school 

Assist with decision-making processes based on evidence of student needs and impact on student learning  

Operate strategically to support and progress the school’s Strategic Plan and the yearly School Improvement Plans 

What might be achieved at the meeting Tuesday 8 May 6.30pm? - TODAY 

We’ll simply learn what an Advisory Council is, and why it can benefit OLD School 

We’ll explore possibilities for developing a model of school community governance at OLD School 

We’ll explore possible decision-making structures and processes that will ultimately benefit students at OLD School     

What might an Advisory Council look like at OLD School? 

It can exist to support the school at the same time as a P+F Leadership Team - (ie: An Advisory Council can operate 
separate to the P+F organisational structure already operational in a school) 

It can be combined with an existing P+F organisational structure to be one group 

(The school and community therefore have an important say in what might work best for our unique OLD community) 

At the meeting on Tuesday 8 May 6.30pm TODAY, we will welcome Mike Gaffney who will lead us through a process towards 
a greater understanding of school community governance. 

I sincerely hope to see a wonderful ‘turn-out’. 

 

Invitation to listen to our School Band play - Wednesday 20 June 3.15pm – Harrington Hall 

On Wednesday 20 June, parents and friends are warmly invited to listen to our School Band play in Harrington Hall at 3.15pm  

 

Uniform Change to Winter Uniform: 

Traditionally at OLD, Weeks 1 and 2 of Term 2 have been the change period to the winter uniform. This considered, and also 
considering the weather, all students must be in full winter uniform by Monday 14 May 

 

Mothers’ Day Celebrations at OLD 
This Friday May 11, we will be celebrating Mothers’ Day. The day will begin with Breakfast in the COLA  at 7.45am, followed 
by Mass in the Parish  church at 9am. 
We look forward to celebrating this occasion with all the special Mothers, Grandmothers and significant women in our lives.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Principal’s Piece - Cont. 



 

 

 

 
 
 

Mothers’ Day Whole School Mass 

We hope you can join us for our Mothers’ Day Mass THIS Friday 11 May at 9am in the church and don’t forget breakfast at 
the COLA from 7.45am. 

Thank you to the many families who have sent a photo in for the mass reflection.  Unfortunately no more photos will be 
accepted as it is past the due date.  This presentation always brings joy and tears!   

Thank you and we hope to see you at this mass…dedicated to our beautiful mothers. 

Parish Sacramental Program: First Communion 

Please keep the following children in your prayers as they prepare for the Sacrament of First Holy Communion: 

Kiara, Serena, Lexine, Tessa, Stephanie, Madden, Caleb, Farid, Wills, Nickolas, Ryan, Jasmine, Lian, Jake, Airley, Erica, Tatiana, 
Ruby, Nikolai, Lauren, Jason, Ava, Jacob, Kalan, Cordelia, Kaila, Kyla, Alexander, Rocco, Roman, Alexander, Joshua, Timothy, 
Aden, Brandon, Jayden, Sophia, Rosebelle, William, Zachary, Hanna, Callum, Hanna W and Michael  

Year Threes are going to experience an in school retreat as a part of their preparation for Communion.  Angela is coming over 
to the school on Thursday 17 May and running two sessions with our classes.  Thank you 
Angela. 

The First Holy Communion celebrations are in the church Saturday and Sunday June 2 
and 3 at all Parish Masses; and at 12:30 pm on the Sunday  the June 3 as a dedicated 
First Communion Mass. 

 

Please contact Angela for more information.  

Phone: (02) 9410 9033.  Email: Angela@chatswoodparish.org.au 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - Kathy Gray 
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O.L.D PUBLIC SPEAKING PROGRAM 2018 

Kindergarten to Year 6 

As a part our whole school Talking and Listening Literacy Program, our excellent Public Speaking Program begins this week and 
will be conducted throughout Term 2. All children from K-6 are required to participate.   

This week the children in Year 1 will be writing their speeches. They will be receiving instruction on how to confidently write and 
deliver a short interesting and engaging speech to an audience of their class and teachers. Each child will present their speech in 

the following week. After each speech presentation the children will then be constructively evaluated on the content of their 
speech and their communicative delivery. Every child who participates will receive a certificate.  

The two best speakers from each class (4 from each grade), will receive special certificates for their excellent efforts and will 
then be the chosen finalists to compete in their specific stage in the  

Infants and Primary Public Speaking Grand Final  

on Tuesday, June 26. 

Next week, the teachers and I look forward to hearing and evaluating the Year 1’s wonderful speeches and to discover more 
new talented public speakers in our great school. Year 2, it’s your turn next!  

Good luck children and remember to enjoy yourselves! 

Ms Kylie Scarf 

EAL/D Literacy Support Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE POWER OF BEING A FATHER: (from Father Jim) 

 Men who had a good relationship with their father have a higher life satisfaction level later in life. When fathers are involved in 

their children’s lives, society sees a decline in premature deaths, substance abuse and law-breaking tendencies. Yet even the 

best of men can struggle with how to be a parent to their young, teenage or even adult children. We are honoured to host au-

thor and presenter Robert Falzon for one night only on Wednesday May 9th 7.30pm in the Harrington Hall in the school 

grounds. Robert is something of a Catholic version of Steve Biddulph, a man who can powerfully address the challenges and op-

portunities for contemporary fathering. But this presentation isn’t just for fathers, it’s for young men who will become fathers, 

and for women who want to support their husband in being a great father. I (Fr Jim) very much endorse Robert’s presentation 

and I’d love to see you there.  

PUBLIC SPEAKING 

From the Parish 
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Above is the Canteen roster for term 2 and there are still a few spots to fill. The canteen is open Mon-Fri 12.40pm-1.40pm, so it 

is just an hour of your time is all that is needed. If you are available to fill any of the orange highlighted spots  please email  old-

canteen@yahoo.com.au. 

The kids thank you for your assistance. 

Special note of thanks to the Canteen Helpers: 

I have just seen the new Term 2 Roster for Canteen go up and felt compelled to thank everyone who helps out each term. On 
behalf of hundreds of children who deeply appreciate ‘Canteen’, I offer sincere thanks  
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Job Vacancy: The parish looking for a part-time Administration Assistant to work as part of our Children’s Ministry team. This 
position is for six hours per week, with flexible hours to suit a parent with school-aged children available. Good written and 
spoken English, proficiency in MS Word, Excel and Powerpoint.  This appointment is subject to a satisfactory Working with 
Children Check Clearance in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Child Protection (Working with Children) Act 2012 
(NSW). Please contact the parish office on 9410 9000 or office@chatswoodparish.org.au for a full position description and to 
send applications. Applications close May 16th.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“The Adventures of Archer: A Collec on of Short Stories.” 

To obtain your own copy of this amazing book for $16 please order via 

the QKR App. 

 
 

Community News 
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