OUR LADY OF DOLOURS CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWS Term 4 Week 6 - 14 November 2017
The Principal’s Piece - Philip Ledlin

COMING EVENTS

Last weekend’s Gospel reading and the lead‐up to Advent!
If you have a re rement plan, you're like one of the five wise virgins in last
Sunday’s Gospel who planned ahead and brought extra oil. You're like the loving
mother who says: “Be er bring a jacket, just in case.” Like a good boy scout, you
are always prepared.
Unfortunately, many of us iden fy with the other half of the groom's welcoming
party. We are unprepared. We find ourselves frequently a day late or a dollar
short.
At a me when all of us least expect it, our death will come. Last Sunday’s
Gospel is a friendly reminder from Jesus that we s ll have me to prepare
ourselves for the most important event we will ever face.
(Fr John Frauenfelder)

Keep your eyes peeled:

November
Wed 15 Kindergarten 2018
Day 3 Orienta on
Programme
Sun 19 Family Mass ‐ Year 5
9am
Wed 22 OLD School Band
Demonstra on 2:15pm
Mon 27 Yr 6 Gradua on
Liturgy at 10:00am.
Yr 6 Gradua on Dinner
Tues 28 Broken Bay Primary
Sports Awards

A dear friend of mine once told me that when the agapanthus flower blooms,
Advent is near … And yes, I saw one blooming last weekend for the first me
since last year’s crop.
They are par cularly special at Advent because
they are purple in colour, and purple is the
colour for Advent.
This dear friend of mine refers to the
agapanthus flower as “The Star of Bethlehem”
… Keep your eyes peeled for sigh ngs. I was
recently told that the rare, white ones have
been touched by an angel!

Welcome Mr Peter Hamill, Director of Schools, Diocese of Broken Bay:
Mr Peter Hamill is visi ng our school and classrooms on Monday 20 November
from 9‐11am.
We look forward to welcoming Peter to OLD.

K2018 Orienta on and Orienta on for new students coming into Yrs 1‐6:

December
Fri 1

“Thank You Morning
Tea” for parent/friend
helpers 8:45am

Wed 6 OLD School Swimming
Carnival
Band Concert 6pm
Fri 8

OLD Christmas Evening
5:30pm

Tues 12 Christmas Mu i & Raﬄe
Wed 13 Band performing
Christmas Carols at
Chatswood Wes ield.
Fri 15

Last Day Term 4
Christmas Liturgy in the
Church at 10:15am

Tomorrow (Wednesday 15/11) at 8.45am we will welcome K2018 families for
the final Kindergarten Orienta on session.
AND ALSO, we welcome new students commencing at OLD in 2018 in classes
Yr1‐Yr6.
Please consider coming along to welcome the new families joining OLD. I note
that there will be a presenta on in the library that you are welcome to a end,
and there is morning tea for our visitors at 10.20am too; perhaps you might like
to assist with serving etc. Thank you.

KEEP CHECKING THE SCHOOL’S
WEBSITE UNDER ‘NEWS & EVENTS ‐
EVENTS FOR POSSIBLE CHANGES TO
DATES

The Principal’s Piece - Cont.
Families are invited to join in two unique celebra ons of faith in Sydney as part of the Australian Catholic
Youth Fes val.
1. LIGHTS OF CHRISTMAS at St Mary’s Cathedral ‐ Sydney’s favourite Christmas tradi on. Celebrate the season
at Sydney’s most popular Christmas lights show. Join us at the Lights of Christmas at St Mary’s Cathedral
Square, in the heart of Sydney’s CBD, for a spectacular sound and light show every night from Wednesday 6
December un l Monday 25 December 2017. Star ng each evening at 7.30pm with a choir performance, the
free sound and light show will commence at 8:30pm and con nue through un l midnight. For more
informa on visit h p://lightsofchristmas.com.au/.
2. MASS IN THE DOMAIN ‐ The Australian Catholic Youth Fes val will close with a massive celebra on of the
Eucharist in a public Mass in the Domain at the Royal Botanical Gardens. Star ng from 5pm with a concert, the
Mass will begin at 6:30pm and conclude by 8:30pm.
(From the Parish) ‐ YEAR 5 CLASS MASS – 19 NOVEMBER
The Year 5 Class Mass will be held on Sunday the 19th of November at the 9am Family Mass. All Year 5 children
and their families are warmly invited to this special Mass. Towards the end of the Mass, the children will
receive a blessing. A er Mass, we will be having morning tea on the forecourt. Please bring a plate to share.
(From the Parish) ‐ YEAR 6 CLASS MASS AND GRADUATION – 3 DECEMBER
As Year 6 comes to the end of their me in primary school, we would like to acknowledge this milestone with a
gradua on ceremony within the 5:30pm Youth Mass on Sunday the 3rd of December. During this mass, each
Year 6 student will be presented with a small gi . Those who have a ended Catholic Scripture at our local state
schools will also receive a Special Religious Educa on Cer ficate. A er Mass, the celebra on will con nue with
an evening of fun, food and games from 6:30pm to 8pm with the Acclaim Youth Group. All Year 6 children are
warmly invited. Please RSVP for catering purposes to: CCDchildrensministry@chatswoodparish.org.au
Farewell for Fr Paul – Sunday 26/11:
Save the date in your diary for the Parish’s formal farewell for Fr Paul. Whilst the details have yet to be
finalised, Fr Paul will be farewelled at a Parish‐wide func on to be held in Harrington Hall on Sunday 26
November ‐ (Please note that the Parish Assembly that was set for the same date has been deferred un l our
new parish priest, Fr Jim, arrives).

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Kirsty Thorpe
What’s happening at OLD?
Financial Literacy lessons : Over the past two days the students in Years 1‐6 have par cipated in Financial
Literacy classes run by the Commonwealth Bank. During these session they have learnt about how to save
money, keeping safe with money and the older grades learnt about credit and debit cards.
Learning to e our shoelaces : Next Monday the students in Kinder‐Year 2 will be having a special lesson on
how to e their shoelaces. These lessons will be run by Athlete’s Foot.
Safety lessons at OLD: Throughout Term 4, all grades have been learning about diﬀerent forms of safety; Cyber
safety, road safety and safety with medicines. Next week all students at OLD will be a ending a performance
about Road Safety at Mercy College. The Year 9 students at Mercy have been wri ng and preparing a play for
all our students which has been designed to suit their age and specific needs.
During Week 9, the Life Educa on van (i.e. Healthy Harrold) will be visi ng OLD to conduct special lessons for
Grades 2‐6 on Cyber Safety. During this week each family will also receive a special book about safety in our
homes.

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - (cont.)
Starry Starry Night: In prepara on for our carols and Christmas movie evening on the 8th December the
students have the opportunity to design their own Christmas star. You will receive this template in an email
and it can also be found at the end of this newsle er today. However, during lunch on tomorrow (Wednesday
15 Nov), I will be giving the children an opportunity to design their star at lunch me during Homework Club.

CHANGES to sport and Library (next week ONLY):
Due to our swimming metable and the Mercy Road Safety play, a number of changes were necessary for
Week 7 ONLY.

Library:
Monday – 5/6G, 3B, 6B, 2G
Tuesday – 3G, 4B, 4G, KG, 1B, 2B
Wednesday – 5B, KB, 1G

Sport:
Tuesday‐ 5/6G, KG, 3G, 5B, 1G, 2B, 2G
Thursday – 3G, 4G, 4B, 1B, 3B, KB
NB: Children wear their sports uniform on the above day as well as their swimming day.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - Kathy Gray
Gradua on Liturgy
The Year 6 Gradua on Liturgy will be held on Monday November 27th at 10 am, followed by their celebra on
Gradua on Dinner on that same evening. All families are welcome to a end the Liturgy and help send oﬀ our
wonderful Year 6 students in style!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - Cont.
Christmas Liturgy
On the last day of school, Friday December 15, the students will par cipate in a Christmas Liturgy in the Church
at 10:15 am. It will be a wonderful way to end the year together and celebrate the Christmas journey. Sadly,
we will also be fare welling Fr Paul. We hope you can make it to this celebra on as a sign of support for our
amazing school community and parish priest.
Year 5 and 6 Market Day and Social Jus ce at Christmas Time
On November 30th Year 5 and 6 will be holding a market day at school. We are doing this as a part of our
financial literacy learning journey that we have been involved in with Mercy College throughout the year. The
students have to keep a track of their profit, expenses and revenue. We are invi ng students to bring along
some money on the day so that the community can par cipate in the market. The market will also stay open
for half an hour a er school so that the parent community can also par cipate in the market. Money raised
will pay oﬀ the expenses, 50% of the profits will go to Cana Communi es and any extra will go toward
purchases that will benefit our Year 5 and 6 students at school (eg. go toward the Yr 6 shirts for 2018).
We have invited Cana Communi es to set up a stall. They will be selling Christmas cakes, jams, olive oil and
other fresh produce made from the produce from their farms. Please click on the following link see the Cana
brochure if you would like to pre – order.
A message from Julie (Cana Communi es):
I have a ached our Enterprise catalogue and I wondered if you would consider buying your Christmas gi s for
your staﬀ, friends or family from us. The products have been well reviewed and I think it’s me we were ac ve
about buying from chari es and sharing the word that people need an opportunity if they are going to create
long term change. The enterprise is run by volunteers so all the income can be spent on wages for our most
vulnerable people.
I know you are all very generous but should you be looking for staﬀ presents or know companies who may be
interested in suppor ng us please share the catalogue.
Thank you Julie.

The following three inspira onal quotes came to me (Philip Ledlin) this week from a parent who was inspired
to pass on a message that just might inspire you in the same way I was!

FROM THE PARISH
Fr. Paul's farewell
As many of you already know, Fr. Paul will be assigned to Kincumber parish early next year. We are looking for
memorable photos, videos, quotes and stories of Fr. Paul during his me in Chatswood parish. If you have any‐
thing you want share with the 9am Mass family group please contact one of us:
Katya Polimeni kpolimenileung@gmail.com
Josef Widjaja josef.widjaja@gmail.com

Year 5 Mass!

The Catholic community of Chatswood invites
Year 5 children and their families to a special celebration for
Year 5 children during our

9am Family Mass
Sunday 19 November 2017
A family-friendly celebration at
Our Lady of Dolours Catholic Church
94 Archer St Chatswood
Towards the end of Mass the children will receive a special
blessing.
After Mass we will have morning tea on the Forecourt
Please bring a plate to share!

All welcome!

TERM DATES 2018

TERM

TERM BEGINS

TERM ENDS

1

Monday 29 January Staﬀ Development Day

Friday 13 April

Tuesday 30 January Assessment day for
metabled individual (1:1) assessments K‐6
N.B. small change to descrip on.
Wednesday 31 January Assessment day for
metabled individual (1:1) assessments K‐6
Thursday 1 February First Day of 2018 for
students Yrs 1‐6 ONLY


Assessment day for metabled individ‐
ual (1:1) assessments K ONLY

Friday 2 February First Day for K2018 –
(Half day only ‐ un l 12pm)
Monday 5 February ‐First Full Day for
K2018 – (Usual 3pm finish to the day)
2

Monday 30 April

Friday 6 July

3

Monday 23 July

Friday 28 September

4

Monday 15 October

Wednesday 19 December

Please return “Applica on for Sibling Discount and Payment Arrangements ‐ 2018”
form to the oﬃce my next Monday, 20th November, 2017 so that correct fees for
2018 school year can be determined for your family.

We are celebra ng the 12 school days to the Christmas holidays
this year and we need your help!
Now’s the chance to reclaim some wardrobe space and put to good use the unwanted toys, books and other
gi s your kids have amassed through the years. Items should be appropriate for children aged K‐6.
Each class will put together a hamper of goodies we will oﬀer at our Christmas Raﬄe this year.
P.S. To add to the fun for kids who are generously contribu ng to this ac vity, they will receive a special raﬄe
token to a mystery prize for every item they donate. New and unused items only please parents!
*** Kids can start bringing these in from Nov 15, (that’s Wednesday this week!) and no later than Nov 24. ***

All items are to be placed in the baskets provided in the classroom.

Community News

Please click on the following Social Detec ves Social Skills Course Booking Form

