OUR LADY OF DOLOURS CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWS Term 4 Week 4 - 31 October 2017
The Principal’s Piece - Philip Ledlin

COMING EVENTS
November

Dear Parents and Friends,
Kindergarten Orienta on Session 1 of 3 – Tomorrow:
All parents and friends are welcome to come along and support/welcome the
first of 3 Kindergarten Orienta on sessions tomorrow (Wednesday 1.11.17).

Wed 1 Kindergarten 2018
Day 1 Orienta on
Programme
Year 4 Excursion to
Taronga Zoo

Parents with children star ng in Kindergarten at OLD next year already know
the following for tomorrow:
9:00 ‐10:30am – K 2018 in classes with teachers
9:00 ‐ 9:15am – Informal conversa on with Mr Ledlin
Special Invita on to a “Thank You Morning Tea” for Parent Helpers of 2018:
Parents are warmly invited to a end a special “Thank You Morning Tea” for
parent/friend helpers of 2017 on Friday 1 December 8:45am in The COLA –
(Hosted by the school).
Survey for Parents to Complete – Regarding a proposed fundraising levy:
Thank you to all families who have responded to the ‘Monkey Survey’ regarding
the proposed introduc on of a $120 annual ‘per family’ levy in place of
fundraising at OLD. This was emailed to all families last week. If you missed the
email, please refer to the following:
 Presently, parents and friends organise various fundraising events during

Mon 6 Kindergarten Excursion
to Calmsley Hill City
Farm
Wed 8 Kindergarten 2018
Day 2 Orienta on
Programme
Wed 15 Kindergarten 2018
Day 1 Orienta on
Programme
Sun 19 Family Mass ‐ Year 5
Wed 22 OLD School Band
Demonstra on 2:15pm
Mon 27 Yr 6 Gradua on
Liturgy

the year (eg the Sports‐a‐thon, The Disco, Mothers’ Day Stall etc) and the
total amount raised each year is usually around $20,000 to $25,000.
 If a $120 annual ‘per family’ levy is introduced, it would raise about $25,000

each year ‐ (I note that it would be a non‐compulsory levy that importantly
relies on the good will of our parent body)

Yr 6 Gradua on Dinner
Tues 28 Broken Bay Primary
Sports Awards

 As per usual, during each year, the P+F would work with the school to

determine what the raised funds would be directed towards for the
students ‐ (eg this year, $21,000 was spent directly on the new synthe c
grass on the top area of the school grounds – Thank you!)

December
Fri 1

 If the levy is adopted, we can s ll have the exci ng events like the Sports‐a‐

thon, but we’d have to classify the Sports‐a‐thon a ‘fun‐raising’ event, not a
fund‐raising event!
 If more than 65% of families vote “YES”, there will be no fundraising in 2018

and subsequent years. I note that parents will s ll need to pay for social
events like the disco etc, but they will be run ‘not for profit’. I also note that
there will be a couple of days in the year when students will be asked to
voluntarily bring in a gold coin for ‘missionary’ / ‘needy’ causes like ‘Mission
Australia’
 Finally, many Catholic Primary Schools have now adopted a fundraising levy

strategy, and this survey process is approved by the Catholic Schools Oﬃce.
Please click on the following link and vote for your preference if you have not
yet voted: h ps://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XTGHN5G

“Thank You Morning
Tea” for parent/friend
helpers 8:45am

Wed 6 OLD School Swimming
Carnival
Fri 8

OLD Christmas Evening

Tues 12 Christmas Mu i & Raﬄe
Fri 15

Last Day Term 4

KEEP CHECKING THE SCHOOL’S
WEBSITE UNDER ‘NEWS & EVENTS ‐
EVENTS FOR POSSIBLE CHANGES TO
DATES

www.olddbb.catholic.edu.au

The Principal’s Piece - Cont.
Mums run amuck in the 2017 “Miss Muddy”:
Congratula ons to the following OLD mums who recently completed the 2017 “Miss Muddy” ‐ What an
amazing achievement!
Rachel Mensforth (Cordelia’s Mum), Kath Element (Airley and Pippa’s Mum), Kate Fairbanks (Jack and Charlie’s
Mum), Kate S po (Liana and Sophia’s Mum).

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Kirsty Thorpe
Hot weather reminders:
As we lead into ho er weeks, please remember to pack a drink bo le, the school hat and some sunscreen for
your child/ren. The children must apply their own sunscreen but will be reminded by teachers at the beginning
of lunch.

Swimming helpers:
Our swimming program Years 1‐6 begins this week and it is vital that every class has at least one parent helper
to walk to and from the swimming pool with the class and their teacher. If you are able to help, please see your
classroom teacher for mes of lessons. 4B and 5B need parent helpers for every swimming session (star ng
this week). Parent helpers do not have to stay at the swimming pool during the lesson. They just need to be
present for the walks to and from the swimming centre.

Parent Educa on Session:
Thank you to all the parents who gave up their me to a end last week’s Parent Educa on Session on Reading
and Wri ng at home. I am really excited to be planning even more educa on sessions with a range of teachers
for 2018. We will be holding Parent Educa on on a wide variety of topics, at a variety of mes during the day
and week.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - Kathy Gray
All Saints and All Souls Day
“This week on Wednesday 1st November (all Saints) and 2nd November (All Souls) we begin a sacred month of
prayer for our cherished, loved and deeply missed loved ones, praying that God is taking them into his loving
embrace, into the Light of his face with mercy and forgiveness. “ Fr Paul.
Year 3 to 6 will a end the 9 o’clock Mass for All Saints day on Wednesday. You are most welcome to join us.

Remembrance Day Ceremony
On Friday the 10th of November (Week 5), your children will be involved in a Whole School Ceremony to
celebrate Remembrance Day. You are welcome to join us at the COLA at 10:45 for this important event.
All Australians are urged to observe one minute of silence at 11:00am on the 11th of November, to remember
those who have died or suﬀered for Australia's cause in all wars and conflicts. While we honour and pray for
those who have fought to protect this land and bring peace, we also focus on the place of peace in our own
hearts, families and communi es. Jesus is our model for true peace and shows us how to be makers of peace.

Christmas Fundraising: Social Jus ce at work at OLD!
Last week boxes were sent home to create gi s for the Samaritan’s Purse. As well as being a worthy cause, this
charity is specifically designed to get your children ac ve in Social Jus ce for themselves, with the choices of
appropriate items and the actual act of preparing something for our global neighbours! See gi ideas and
instruc ons at the end of this Newsle er.
PLEASE SEND BOXES BACK THIS WEEK…THANK YOU.
Another worthy cause that we will be raising funds for this term is ‘Cana Communi es’. The Stage 3 Market
Day in November is set to raise funds for ‘Cana’.
Cana Communi es began as De Porres House in 1975 and has con nued under the name Cana Communi es
since 1995. Working in inner‐Sydney, the organisa on has set up a number of overnight shelters and
homes. Since 2011, Cana has operated a Farm at Orchard Hills in the western suburbs of Sydney. At Cana Farm,
people have the opportunity to learn and work in a suppor ve, caring environment.
The word "Cana" is taken from the biblical story of the Wedding Feast at Cana. Central to the vision of Cana
Communi es is the idea that everyone's life deserves to be celebrated. Our focus is on the right of every
human being to receive forgiveness and our choice is always for the person with the least op ons.
To learn more about Cana, please go to their websites:
h ps://www.cana.org.au/
h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GjJkaW3uHNk

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - Cont.
Catholic Mission Month

October is Catholic Mission Month. This year Catholic Mission is focusing on the poverty in Uganda.

Emma, Roslyn, Venedict and Jaydan
At the ‘Catholic Mission Mass’ at ‘Our Lady of the Rosary Cathedral’ in Waitara.

Archer Book Launch
All OLD students are now published authors! At our School Assembly last week we launched the book “The
Adventures of Archer: A Collec on of Short Stories.” Congratula ons to all of the students, who with help and
guidance from their teachers, were able to write a complete class story based around the same character
profile of a boy named Archer. Please obtain your own copy of this amazing book for $16. Go to the QKR App.

TERM DATES 2018
TERM

TERM BEGINS

TERM ENDS

1

Monday 29 January Staﬀ Development Day

Friday 13 April

Tuesday 30 January Staﬀ Development Day
Wednesday 31 January Assessment day for
metabled individual (1:1) assessments K‐6
Thursday 1 February First Day of 2018 for
students Yrs 1‐6 ONLY


Assessment day for metabled individ‐
ual (1:1) assessments K ONLY

Friday 2 February First Day for K2018 –
(Half day only ‐ un l 12pm)
Monday 5 February ‐First Full Day for
K2018 – (Usual 3pm finish to the day)
2

Monday 30 April

Friday 6 July

3

Monday 23 July

Friday 28 September

4

Monday 15 October

Wednesday 19 December

OLD BAND - Performing at Assembly Wednesday 25th October

Anthony P, Chris an W, Dominic L, Johnny W, Adrian T, Chloe T, Lucinda S

Jack F is playing the snare drum.

Community News

Community News

ASC are currently oﬀering a 25% early booking discount on all ASC 3‐day camps which is available to all
par cipants who book by Sunday 3 December 2017. A er 3 December, siblings always receive a 15% discount
and other discounts are available for groups depending on the number of par cipants. Further informa on can
be found on our website h ps://australiansportscamps.com.au or by contac ng the oﬃce.

