OUR LADY OF DOLOURS CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWS Term 2 Week 6 - 30 May 2017
The Principal’s Piece - Philip Ledlin
Dear Parents, (this email follows on from the email sent to you earlier today by
Mr Peter Hamill)
In July last year, the OLD school community received news of a 17.4% increase
in school fees for 2017. Many of our households will s ll be adjus ng to this
increase, which I’m sure has not come without financial compromise in other
areas; I am par cularly concerned for those on a modest income and those
who have more than one child in Catholic schools.
At the me, Mr Peter Hamill, Director of Schools, assured OLD families that
any further annual increases will be closer to the normal range (ie. 3‐5%). It
was therefore completely unforeseen that the Turnbull Government would
introduce a Bill into Parliament that would result in another staggering
increase to our fees. School fees could eﬀec vely double if this legisla on is
not stopped. I note that our neighbouring Catholic High Schools will be
similarly aﬀected, therefore OLD parents need to fully understand the long‐
term implica ons of the proposed changes.
I am disillusioned and infuriated by the Federal Government’s ac on, which I
consider to be unfair and prejudiced against some Catholic school
communi es. The proposed funding model will have a devasta ng impact on
the future of our school if the Prime Minister’s proposed changes are
successfully implemented.
I will be away at a Catholic Schools Oﬃce Whole School Review at the Central
Cost for all of Tuesday (tomorrow) and Wednesday this week. This is
extremely unfortunate ming considering the need for us to come together at
this me to openly discuss the impact to your families and us as a community.
I note that Miss Kirsty Thorpe (Assistant Principal) will be available to talk with
parents on Tuesday (tomorrow) and Wednesday too.

COMING EVENTS
JUNE
Wed 7 Mee ng with Mr Peter
Hamill, 7.00pm at Our
Lady of Dolours
Thur 8

Yr 5 & 6 Camp to Milson
Island

Mon 12 Queen’s Birthday ‐
Public Holiday
Wed 14 School Athle cs
Carnival
Fri 16 Polding Cross Country
Carnival
Sat 17 & Sacrament of First
Sun 18 Eucharist ‐ All Parish
Masses
Wed 21 OLD Public Speaking
Finals
Sacramental Program ‐
Parent’s Info. Evening
Mon 26 “The Bishop’s Art
Compe on” Gallery‐
walk around all classes
Tues 27 League Gala Day
(Bales Park,
Chatswood)
Netball Gala Day

I have met with our P+F Co‐Presidents, Mrs Regina Benisano (Porscha’s/Y4
and Roman’s/Y2 mum) and Mrs Kathryn Fairbanks (Charlie’s/K and Jack’s/Y4
mum) and I thank them for the important leading support they will give to our
concerned community at this unse ling me. I note that they will be
energe cally urging the community to urgent poli cal ac on too.
I am available to meet with parents, as a group, immediately on my return
from School Review at the mes below ‐ I stress that the purpose of the
mee ngs with me is primarily to:
‐ hear your deep concerns
‐ rally the community to poli cal ac on
‐ try to get everyone to commit to a ending the mee ng with Mr Peter
Hamill, Director of Schools, Broken Bay Diocese – ie Wednesday 7
June 2017 7:00pm ‐ 8:00pm at Our Lady of Dolours School

(Bicentennial,
Willoughby)
Wed 28 “The Bishop’s Art

Fri 30

Compe on” ‐
Finalists’ Presenta on
@ the whole school
assembly 8:45am
P & F Sport‐a‐thon &
Games Day
Last Day Term 2

KEEP CHECKING THE SCHOOL’S WEB‐
SITE UNDER ‘NEWS & EVENTS ‐ EVENTS
FOR POSSIBLE CHANGES TO DATES

www.olddbb.catholic.edu.au

The Principal’s Piece (Cont.)
The mee ng mes with me are scheduled for:
Thursday 1 June
Thursday 1 June

‐ 8.45am at school ‐ Library
– 2.30pm at school ‐ Library

Mr Peter Hamill’s le er contains a sec on, “What can you do?”, and I urge you to consider taking this ac on
so that our Federal Members understand how important and how distressing this is to you. Put simply, it is
absolutely vital that all of us rally together and take ac on over the coming weeks.
Sincerely,
Philip Ledlin

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - Kirsty Thorpe
123 Magic – What happened in Part B/Session 2?
This week I par cipated in the second session of the 123 Magic program with a group of parents and
Mrs Stella Gemperle. Following are the points that really stood out for me during, and a er, the session:
1.

2.

3.

Change is o en hard for both adults and children, and we need to allow ‘ me’ for everyone
involved in the change. If you want to implement a new behaviour system at home, remember
things may get harder before they get easier. Parents are encouraged to remember that children
don’t need to like the change, they just need to understand it.
There are over 800 words for emo ons (around 600 of them are nega ve emo ons). We need to
name and iden fy these emo ons for our children by ‘emo on coaching’. When your child is
upset, misbehaving or extremely excited about something, use simple statements (rather than
ques ons) and name the emo ons ‘I can see that you are frustrated’. This will open up the
channels of communica on.
Always remember that breathing regulates our bodies. Prac sing breathing techniques can be
beneficial for your whole family. Use your hand as a breathing guide – inhale as you trace up
your thumb and exhale as you trace down your fingers. Breathing calms us down in the most
stressful of situa ons and allows our ra onal brain take over from our fight/flight response.

Learning at OLD
Over the past few weeks I have had the great privilege of visi ng all our classes and teaching the wonderful
students at OLD. It is clear that we have excellent learning occurring across all Key Learning Areas in all
grades.
Here is a snapshot of some of the typically amazing learning I have experienced:


Year 2 are on a learning journey in Science and Technology to inves gate Built Environments,
with a special focus on playgrounds. The students are inves ga ng how they can design and
make the best playground by experimen ng with appropriate materials, safety precau ons and
exploring who uses the diﬀerent elements of our playgrounds and why. Some ideas may even be
adopted here at OLD ‐ watch this space.



Then we jump to Year 3 who have been exploring frac ons with apples and gummy snakes (and
not one frac on was eaten). By using hands‐on equipment, the students were able to extend
their learning beyond the expected learning outcome. During their fun, hands‐on lesson,
students started to discuss a variety of frac ons, equivalent frac ons and how to add frac ons.

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - (Cont.)


The Year 4 students are transforming into authors with their very persuasive wri ng on a range
of topics. They are using the categories of pathos, logos and ethos to write thought‐ provoking
arguments and to challenge their audience. “Should mobile phones be allowed at school?”
“Should weekends be three days long?” Let the Year 4 students try to persuade you with their
sophis cated vocabulary, advanced gramma cal features and accurately structured texts. You’ll
be surprised how your opinion changes!



As I walked past Year 6, I was drawn to enter by the commanding voice of a public speaker. I was
lucky enough to listen to some speeches wri en and presented by the leaders of our school. The
poise at which the students spoke was remarkable. The students spoke with such confidence and
expression that entertained, educated and engaged their audience. I will not be surprised to see
mul ple students standing on the world stage in the future commanding
their audience with even more enthralling speeches.

Next (extended) newsle er I’ll give some more snapshots into the Kindergarten, Year 1,
and Year 5 classrooms.

Congratula ons Anthony:
OLD is thrilled to congratulate Anthony in 4B who entered a wri ng compe on last term and has had his
poem chosen to be published. What a wonderful achievement to be a published author before gradua ng
from primary school. Bravo Anthony!

Uniform follow up
I would like to thank all the parents and students who have made a concerted eﬀort to take pride in their
uniform. For parents with younger students, I respec ully ask that you explicitly teach your child how to tuck
in their shirts and fix up their collars (with the e underneath the collar) as they need to do this throughout
the day independently.

Sport‐a‐thon
The school’s annual Sport‐A‐Thon is scheduled for Friday 30th June at Beauchamp Park Oval. Here are some
important facts about the day:

Parent volunteer le ers will be sent via email soon

Sponsorship forms will be sent home during Week 7.

No lunch orders on the Sport‐a‐thon day

Recess, lunch and drink bo les to be brought by each child with their name clearly labelled.

A piece of fruit will be supplied for each student.

Amazing prizes will be given to the students with the highest amount fundraised (prizes will be
adver sed over the next few weeks).

Class prizes will also be awarded for most amount raised and fastest class to bring in their
sponsorship money.

If any families own business that can donate prizes; please contact the P&F.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - Kathy Gray
Social Jus ce Ini a ve: Refugee Sunday June 20th
In partnership with the parish, the school community is going to be involved in suppor ng asylum seekers
living in the local community and collect items for the ‘House of Welcome.’
The House of Welcome’s vision is for a society in which there is full recogni on of the dignity, equality,
human rights and humanity of all people living in the community no ma er their age, gender, sexuality,
na onality or religious aﬃlia on, and no ma er how they came to be in Australia.
They campaign with other asylum seeker organisa ons across Australia for the right to work for all asylum
seekers, for an end to mandatory deten on and for a na on of welcome and jus ce for all.
The ‘House of Welcome’ runs a Food Bank which supports people and families with limited or no income.
They can access familiar and nutri ous food which helps supplement a limited weekly budget.
We would greatly appreciate the dona ons of items as follows:
(Please note: send items to your child’s classroom teacher):
Kindergarten

Basma Rice

Year 1

Sugar

Year 2

Canned Tuna in oil.

Year 3

Canned Chick Peas

Year 4

Plain Flour

Year 5

Cooking Oil 1L

Year 6

Laundry detergent

Staﬀ

Shampoo and Condi oner

IMPORTANT: Please note that on the day your child brings in their items to their classroom teachers…they
may need your help! Especially if items are packaged in glass OR if the items are heavy. Please keep this in
mind.
Thank you for your support!
Parish Partnership – Orphanage in East Timor
On Friday a ernoon we gathered as a community to hand over our out‐of‐date classroom laptops to Mrs
Trish Wilson from the parish ‐ (NB parents will recall, from past newsle ers, that OLD has just purchased and
taken delivery of a substan al new fleet of student computers). Mrs Wilson has a team of volunteers who are
going to take these laptops to an orphanage in East Timor. This has been an excellent Social Jus ce ini a ve
between the school and parish. We will learn more about the orphanage in me to come as we build our
connectedness.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - (Cont.)
Year 4 Fundraiser for the Orphanage in East Timor
As the community is aware, the school kindly donated the teacher’s old classroom laptops to an orphanage in
East Timor, which is supported by our parish.

Some girls in Year 4: Grace, Anneliese and Emily, have expressed the desire to raise some money for these
children in this orphanage.

We have decided to invite just the Year 4 families to donate any old books or toys (that are
clean and in reasonably good condi on) to the school during this week
(Week 6)…please note that it is only Year 4 bringing in items.

Then in Week 7, the Year 4 team will put prices on the donated items and sell them during lunch mes.

All monies raised will go to the Orphanage in East Timor.

Therefore, next week (during Week 7), if you would like to be a part of this Social Jus ce ini a ve please send
your child with some money to spend at lunch me. Prices will range from one dollar to five dollars.

We are looking for volunteers to help with shelving books in the Library on
Monday and Wednesday morning a er school drop‐oﬀ.
No experience needed!

Louise Murphy
Teacher Librarian

2017 O.L.D. PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION
Throughout the last few weeks, Year 1 and Year 2 have presented their prepared speeches to an audience of
their classes and teachers. What wonderful talent we have! Their speeches were informa ve and
entertaining and presented with improved confidence. It was a diﬃcult task for the teachers and myself to
choose two speakers from each class to progress in the compe on.
The successful and very talented students chosen to represent their classes in the Grand Final Compe
on Wednesday the 21st of June are:

on

1B Vicky Tsang and Yuan Hao Chen

1G Nate Linders and Ryan Kuo

2G Hannah Tsui and Ryan Chung

2B Alexander Parissis and Erica Gregory

Congratula ons and good luck children!

Every child who par cipated received a Cer ficate of Par cipa on. The chosen children to represent their
classes received special cer ficates for their excellent eﬀorts.
This week, I look forward to hearing the Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 classes delivering their prepared speeches.

I am sure they will be wonderful.

Ms Kylie Scarf
EAL/D and Literacy Support Teacher

TERM DATES 2017

TERM

STAFF

STUDENTS RETURN

PUBLIC HOLIDAY

DEVELOPMENT DAY (SDD)
2

Monday 24 APRIL

Wed 26 APRIL

Tue 25 APRIL (Anzac Day)

LAST DAY OF
TERM

Fri 30 JUNE

Mon 12 JUNE (Queen’s Birthday)
Fri 28 APRIL
(Staﬀ Development Days
are Pupil Free Days)

3

T.B.A.

Mon 17 JULY

Fri 22 SEPT

4

T.B.A.

Mon 9 OCT

Tue 19 DEC

Staﬀ Development Days can be subject to change ‐ you will be advised at the earliest opportunity

Sports‐a‐thon
Please note, there will be no lunch orders available on Friday, 30th June.

Second‐hand uniforms will be on sale this Friday, 2nd June at 2.45pm in the
C.O.L.A..

Paren ng Programs for Term 3
Please click on the following links to view flyers for the groups that are running in Term 3, 2017 at our Naremburn
Centre Triple P Group, Tuning into Kids, Infant Massage & Step into Work.

