OUR LADY OF DOLOURS CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWS Term 1 Week 4 - 21 February 2017
The Principal’s Piece - Philip Ledlin

COMING EVENTS

Dear Parents and Friends,
This week, our Director of Broken Bay Catholic Schools, Mr Peter Hamill,
specifically asked all principals to add a le er from Bishop Peter Comensoli
(Bishop of Broken Bay Diocese) to their school newsle er. The a ached le er
in this newsle er, addresses a breathtakingly horrible and hideous side of
parts of “yesterday’s” Catholic Church in Australia. I say “yesterday’s” church,
because I am hope‐filled considering the formal processes that have been
ins tuted recently, specifically the newly established na onal oversight body,
“Catholic Professional Standards”, to protect the vulnerable and indeed all the
faithful as we move forward.
Last week, I read that close to 4500 people made claims for alleged incidents
of child sexual abuse between January 1980 and February 2015. Interes ngly,
the total monetary compensa on was $258.8 million (about $91 000 per
claim). I have li le doubt that the money is cold comfort for most vic ms.
At school last Friday, I listened to two of our teachers discuss the importance
of general respect and integrity with their students in class. Amongst the
gathering, there was a profound sense of understanding; every single student
got it! Furthermore, the conversa on moved to the importance of saying
“sorry” when we do wrong; again they all got it!

FEBRUARY
Wed 22 Parents and Friends’
Mee ng (6.30pm ‐
School Library)
Tues 28 Shrove Tuesday ‐
Pancake Day

MARCH
Wed 1 Ash Wednesday
Sun 5

Mercy College Open
Day

Wed 15 Open Day for
Kindergarten 2018
Sun 19 Weekend “Welcome
Mass” 9am in the
Church
Wed 29 School Photos

I hope and pray that all of us can have the courage and convic on of children
and never be too proud or stubborn to unreservedly u er the most cleansing
word in the world, “sorry”. Indeed, we o en have to show more strength and
courage when it’s me for us to forgive someone who has wronged us. I find
Leonard Cohen’s following quote wonderfully inspiring and rela vely
libera ng ‐ (from the song, ‘Anthem’):
“Forget you perfect oﬀering … there is a crack in everything … that’s how the
light gets in.”
Perhaps we will never come to fully understand the evil perpetrated by some
clergy in the past, but I strenuously urge every layperson in Our Lady of
Dolours Catholic Parish to spare a thought (and a prayer) for the good clergy
of our parish who live as disciples of Jesus and devoutly inspire us to ‘follow’.
Yes, we have good reason to be hope‐filled.

KEEP CHECKING THE SCHOOL’S
WEBSITE UNDER ‘NEWS & EVENTS ‐
EVENTS FOR POSSIBLE CHANGES TO
DATES

www.olddbb.catholic.edu.au

The Principal’s Piece (Cont.)
So, how can we build our church and community? (I think the answer just might come from our staﬀ
members, Miss Camilla Brown and Mrs Stella Gemperle, who shared the following at our most recent staﬀ
prayer session):

Opening School Mass:
An absolutely wonderful Mass was celebrated by Fr Paul last Friday. At the Mass we welcomed all of our
new families, new Kindergarten students (and all new students Yrs1–Yr6), new staﬀ and our new deacon,
Deacon Kevin Hale.
Congratula ons also to our Year 6 students who received their Leadership Badges and a blessing at the
Mass.
Thank you to our REC (Religious Educa on Co‐ordinator) Mrs Kathy Gray and all staﬀ who assisted Kathy to
make the Mass so special.

The Principal’s Piece (Cont.)

Safety and security at school … A few cri cal requirement:
If parents or visitors enter the school during learning/teaching hours, it is impera ve that
they visit the school recep on first.
If parents have a message for their child, they must leave the message at school
recep on and it will be sent to the respec ve classroom.
If parents bring their child to school late (or if they need to pick‐up early), they must visit school recep on
first. Parents must not walk up to classrooms.
Thank you for your co‐opera on re these ma ers.

Safety for students before school commences at 8:15am each school morning:
Parents are respec ully reminded that supervision commences for students at 8:15am each day. Students
should not be on the school grounds un l 8:15am. (Before School Care is oﬀered every day). Thank you

Safety for students a er school at our local Chatswood Library:
I was very alarmed to receive a phone call from Barbara at our local Chatswood Library last week
concerning a number of our students who are being le unsupervised at the library. Barbara and I will
monitor this situa on over the coming weeks to ensure student welfare and safety is not compromised.

Good News re our 2017 School Calendar!
I am pleased to inform parents that our school website now has a detailed 2017 calendar of events for OLD
School. Please note that dates are subject to change.

h ps://www.olddbb.catholic.edu.au/news‐events/271/events

Online Lunch ordering

Online lunch ordering is now available 5 days a week through Total Canteen Solu ons who have been
selected to run the Canteen at Mercy College. Part of the agreement is that they provide OLD with lunches
every day too. Lunch orders and payments can be made through our
App. Please note, all orders must
be placed by 9.00am.

Safety and dietary requirements:
Parents are reminded that it is unsafe to send food to school with nuts in it.
Addi onally, several students at OLD will have an allergic reac on if they consume
products containing eggs. Staﬀ are aware of their students’ important dietary needs
but I strenuously urge parents, who have children with vital dietary requirements, to
keep teaching them safe prac ces at home.
This is par cularly important as we approach Shrove Tuesday, next week, when the
P & F prepare pancakes for the school.
I remind all parents that students are not permi ed to share food at school with other students. Could you
please remind your child.

Birthday treats from home (in light of the safety requirements):
If parents choose to treat their child’s class to a treat on their birthday, the following is suggested:

SHROVE TUESDAY – PANCAKE DAY ‐ & HELPERS NEEDED
Next Tuesday 28th February will be Shrove Tuesday. It is a tradi on at our school to have pancakes (a
double bu er and jam pikelet) available at morning tea me for all students. The idea of having a
‘pancake’ allows the children to have a ‘treat’ prior to the start of Lent.
Please provide your child with a Gold coin dona on.
If your child has an allergy to egg, gluten or dairy, and is not able to have a pancake, please inform the
school by email at old@dbb.catholic.edu.au. An alterna ve to pancakes will be provided to your child.
As with any special event at school, we can only provide this service with volunteer parents and carers.
We would require your help from 9.00am – 11.30am.
If you are able to help, please email Glenda at glenda.chan@gmail.com

TERM DATES 2017
TERM

STAFF

STUDENTS RETURN

PUBLIC HOLIDAY

DEVELOPMENT DAY (SDD)
1

Fri 14 APRIL (Good Friday)

LAST DAY OF
TERM

Fri 7 APRIL

Sat 15 APRIL (Easter Saturday)
Sun 16 APRIL (Easter Sunday)
Mon 17 APRIL (Easter Monday)
2

Monday 24 APRIL

Wed 26 APRIL

Tue 25 APRIL (Anzac Day)

Fri 30 JUNE

Mon 12 JUNE (Queen’s Birthday)
Fri 28 APRIL
(Staﬀ Development Day ‐
No Students)
3

T.B.A.

Mon 17 JULY

Fri 22 SEPT

4

T.B.A.

Mon 9 OCT

Tue 19 DEC

Staﬀ Development Days can be subject to change ‐ you will be advised at the earliest opportunity

SCHOOL BANKING @ OUR LADY OF DOLOURS

School banking is in need of volunteers; it takes approximately 1 hr on a Tuesday ( me is flexible).
For any further informa on regarding school banking, please contact Glenda on glenda.chan@gmail.com
Thank you to all the bankers who have made their first deposit with school banking in 2017. We have
some exci ng new rewards this year and a compe on to win a trip to Tokyo Disneyland:
Cyber Handball and Colour Change Markers, released Term 1
3D Chalk Set and Tablet Case, released Term 2
Smiley Emoji Keyring and Volt Handball, released Term 3
Pencil and Tech Case and Epic Earphones, released Term 4.

OLD NETBALL 2017 – Registra ons will close 28th February 2017
Contact Kathleen Nicholls on OLDNetball@gmail.com for more informa on or to register your interest

YRS 2 & 3
‐ NETTAs

When: Compe on games Saturday mornings split between The Greens North Sydney and
North Sydney girls High School
Cost: $165 (plus uniform cost of approx. $65)
Registra on: With OLD Netball Club in February 2017 – email your expression of interest now
Netball Season: 13 rounds (Rd 1 is Sat 2nd April and a gala day on Sat 20th August 2017.

Modified netball
rules

Training: For this year, OLD is reques ng Volunteers to train the girls. Training will be in the
school grounds to commence late Feb/early Mar 2017 (day dependent on coach but previously
Friday a ernoons)
Addi onal informa on:

Players rotate posi‐
ons each quarter
in order to experi‐
ence each posi on

 Need minimum of 8 players to form a team with recommended team size of 9 players.


Games are approximately 45 minutes in dura on and the team assembles half an hour
prior to the game for a warm up.

Parental involvement:

 One parent to assume the Team Manager role
 One or two volunteers for the Coaching Role
 Games are controlled by one umpire who must be over 15 years. OLD must provide an
umpire on a rota on system, approximately every 2nd game.

 At least one parent to a end the Mature Red Robin Clinic (for umpires) 9am – 12 noon Sat
12th March 2017 at Willoughby Leisure Centre Netball Courts.

 Parental assistance required when OLD is scheduled on duty at either venue (once or twice
a season)
When: Compe on games Friday a ernoons/evenings at Willoughby Leisure Centre Netball
Courts, Bi‐Centennial Park.

YRS 4, 5 & 6
‐ JUNIOR
U10s, U11s, U12s

Cost: $165 (plus uniform cost of approx. $65)
Registra on: With OLD in February 2017 ‐ email your expression of interest now
Netball Season: 14 rounds (Rd 1 is Fri 1st April 2017, Rd 14 is Fri 12th Aug 2017). Semifinals,
finals and grand finals are held each succeeding week.
Training: For this year, OLD are reques ng Volunteers to train the girls. Training will be in the
school grounds to commence late Feb/early Mar 2017 (day dependent on coach but previously
Thursday a ernoons)
Addi onal informa on:



Need minimum of 8 players to form a team with recommended team size of 9 players



Games are approximately 45 minutes in dura on and the team assembles half an hour
prior to the game for a warm up.



Umpires for these games are s ll yet to be confirmed



U10s grading day from 4:30pm on Friday 11th March 2017

Parental involvement:



One parent to assume the Team Manager role



One or two volunteers for the Coaching Role



Parental assistance required when OLD is scheduled on duty at the Willoughby Leisure

Courage Conquers All

Courage Conquers
All

